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Mughal forces were busy in Golconda, Sambhaji and his
famous general Santaji raided the Mughal territory.

When preparations were being made to start a vigorous
offensive against the Marathas, the plague epidemic broke
out in November 1688, in the royal camp at Bijapur. It was
so virulent that very few who were infected with it could
manage to survive. The queen-consort, Aurangabadi Mahal,
Maharaja Jaswant Singh's son, who was about ten years old
and who was brought up with the Imperial family, and Fazil
Khan, sadr, besides many other nobles and officers had died.
Nearly a hundred thousand souls perished in this terrible
pestilence. The Emperor had to move his camp from Bijapur
to Akluj in the Sholapur district. Firuz Jang also caught the
infection at Bijapur before his departure for Bahadurgarh
and lost his eyesight.1 On account of his disability he could
not undertake the expedition against the Marathas, and the
credit of capturing Sambhaji went to Sheikh Nizam who was
honoured with the title of Khan-i-Zaman Bahadur, Fateh
Jang, a gift of fifty thousand rupees in cash, a special robe of
honour, a horse with jewelled trappings, an elephant with
gold-mounted trappings, a jewelled poniard and his rank was
raised to seven thousand. His eldest son Ikhlas Khan was
raised to the rank of 5,000 zat, 5,000 horse with the title of
Khan-i-cAlam, and his younger sons, Sheikh Miran and
Sheikh 'Abdullah were given the titles of Munawwar Khan
and Ikhtisas Khan respectively.

The Emperor was now determined to reduce all the strong-
holds of the Marathas. He started his offensive in right earnest.
Ftiqad Khan, later known as Zulfiqar Khan Nusrat Jang,
invaded the Konkan and reduced the famous fort of Raigarh
in October 1689. On this occasion he received a gift of three
thousand rupees cash, a special robe of honour, a jewelled
quiver and a bow and his rank was raised to 3,000 zat, 2,000
horse.2

These repulses prompted Rajaram, brother of Sambhaji, to
reorganize the military forces of the Marathas and to drive
out the Mughals from their territory. The post of Senapati or
Gommander-in-Chief was given to Santaji Ghorpade who en-
rolftd fresh soldiery to the number of a hundred thousand*

1 Mctdthir-i-'Alamgri, pp. 318-19.          2 Ibid., p. 332.